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Cover Photograph, Bioorganic & Medicinal Chemistry Letters

Approaches to Antimicrobials: The cover graphic depicts the broad functions present in all prokaryotic cells that
could be useful to exploit in the design of an antibacterial. Mother Nature has validated some of the areas quite
convincingly; the ribosome, the major component of the protein factory, is the target of many diverse structural
classes of compounds. With the advent of genomics, high-throughput screening, computational chemistry,
methodological advances in chemistry and structural biology, scientists are seeking other, relatively unexploited
targets within these broad areas to circumvent the resistance that is present to well known antibiotics.
The sophisticated toolkit is also being used to reinvestigate targets like topoisomerases, cell wall synthesis
and translation. Courtesy of Dr. Joyce A. Sutcliffe, Rib-X-Pharmaceuticals Inc., New Haven, CT 06511 USA.
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